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l. identification 


Keywords: “Rock,” “Dove,” “Bird” 


Category: Animals & Nature animal-bird 


ll. Images 


Wikimedia Commons: 


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:201907_DomesticPigeon.svg 


Wikimedia Commons: 


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Meuble_héraldique_colombe.svg 


Factors for inclusion 


A. Multiple meanings 


According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, “pigeon” does not 


just refer to the standard city pigeon. The family Columbidae 


includes over 350 species, many of which are called “pigeons.” In 
addition, the word may refer to a clay pigeon or an easily fooled 


person. 


. Use in sequences 


Pigeons are often known as an urban nuisance. This emoji can be 
represent their habits. The bread Ce) emoji can be used to 
represent feeding pigeons, a popular activity. Carrier pigeons were 
once of great historical importance, and the envelope (~) emoji 


can be used to convey this. 


. Breaks new ground 


Pigeons are notably absent among the bird emojis, despite being 


ubiquitous worldwide. They are found in a variety of environments, 


from dense cities to rural areas. In addition, this emoji will serve 
hundreds of other pigeon species (see “Multiple meanings”) 

D. Distinctiveness 
Pigeons are extremely common and have a distinct shape and 
feather patterns. Because of this, the emoji is easily recognizable 
even at a small size or in black and white. 

E. Evidence of Frequency 
Google Video Search: 25,000,000 results 


Google Books Search: 18,800,000 results 
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B. Already Represented 


The pigeon is not already represented. The two alternatives to the 
pigeon emoji are the generic bird emoji (©) and the dove emoji 
` <). The generic bird emoji is too broad and fails to convey 
meaning. The dove emoji represents a completely different 
concept. Doves represent peace, and they are viewed as distinct 
from feral urban pigeons (despite being the same species). The 
two emojis serve very different purposes. 

C. Overly Specific 


Pigeons are not overly specific; the feral pigeon is such a well- 
known species that it deserves a unique emoji. In addition, as 
mentioned earlier, this is not an emoji for one species of bird. The 
entire family Columbidae will be better represented by the 
inclusion of this emoji. The family includes many other well- 


known species, such as the wood pigeon of Europe. 


D. Open-Ended 
The pigeon emoji is standalone, it is not part of a set. 


E. Transient 


People see andinteract with pigeons daily, they are not a transient 
phenomenon. Usage will remain high as people communicate 
with others about pigeons. 

. Faulty Comparison 

The pigeon emoji stands on its own merits, it does not depend 


upon comparison to any other emoji. 


